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Have you heard the buzz?  
Kindergarten through second grade students 
participated in the Jr. Spelling Bee this 
evening! It was a packed house, and we anticipate another well-attended bee next Friday 
for our grades 3-6 students. We are so proud of all of our fantastic spellers! 
Congratulations to Luke Caldwell and Carmen Small, our first place winner and runner-
up! Thank you to Haley Small and Becky Eckerman for organizing this event! 

     
Updates from Administration 
Yearbook Cover Content Winners! 
Administration would like to celebrate our winners of this year’s cover contest! We have so many 
talented artists in this school! We can’t wait to see the final product! 
 

 6th Winner - Avery Canedo - Ms. Lustre 
 6th Runner-Up - Victoria Spafford - Mr. Cowles 
 5th - Nina Lisimaque - Ms. Stephenson 
 4th - Srikantha Bala - Ms. Smeraldi 
 3rd - no entry 
 2nd - Asli Ulku - Ms. Thomas 
 1st - Carter Tennant - Ms. Skipper 
 K - Bryce Blinstrub - Ms. Strumsky 
 

Creating a “Culture of Thinking” 
As shared in a previous Falcon Flyer at the beginning of the year, Flint Hill is creating a “Culture of 
Thinking” this year—and beyond! As we seek to engage teachers and students in this thoughtful 
enterprise, we are interested in sharing with you what this means for our learners. 
According to Ron Ritchhart, lead researcher of the “Cultures of Thinking” project, “As teachers strive 
to create cultures of thinking in their classrooms, they can use a variety of methods, including making 
time for thinking, developing and using a language of thinking, making the classroom environment 
rich with the documents of thinking processes, and making their own thinking visible, to name a few.” 
This year, we are focusing on supporting thinking and its connection to understanding and 
engagement. At Flint Hill, we affirm “...that good thinking is as much a matter of disposition as it is of 
skill. Motivations, attitudes, values, and habits of mind all play key roles in good thinking, and in large 
part, these elements determine whether people use their thinking skills when it counts. Learning is a 
consequence of thinking, and developing a culture of thinking is critical if we want to produce the 
feelings, energy, and even joy that can propel learning forward and motivate learners to do what at 
times can be hard and challenging mental work.” (Harvard Project Zero) 
 
This year, all staff are reading the text, Making Thinking Visible, by Ron Ritchhart, Mark Church, and 
Karin Morrison. Thinking routines are embedded into our professional learning and into the fabric of 
our classrooms. We invite you to ask questions and to learn with us! Want to keep reading? Check 
out Creating Cultures of Thinking. It’s a favorite of FHES administration! 
 
Please watch this video for additional information on Thinking Routines: https://tinyurl.com/y8j9g8rw 
 

Thank You, Thought Partners! 
We had a wonderful turnout for our AAP Forum this past Tuesday. The feedback we received from 
the in-person forum, as well as from the Google form, will help us to determine what refinements, if 
any, will be made to our Local Level IV AAP program. Some takeaways from the evening included a 
desire to increase engagement for all students through more challenging assignments, to include 
additional opportunities for project-based and inquiry-based learning, to emphasize social and 
emotional learning, and to foster strong relationships between teachers and students. Many parents 
shared that Advanced Academic resources and materials were beneficial for all students. Instructional 
practices, such as worksheets and interactive notebooks, were a topic of interest, as was writing 
instruction and homework.   
 
As we move forward, teacher and student input will be collected. We value our dedicated staff who 
continues to foster the social, emotional, and academic well-being of all of our students. Thank you 
for your support and patience as we take the time we need to triangulate this feedback.      
  

Other Important Information 

PTA and Panera...a Wonderful Combination! 
Thank you to all the parents who attended the get-together at Panera on Wednesday. It was 
wonderful to follow-up with you regarding the forum from the night before, and to get to know you 
even better! FHES administration welcomes a close partnership with its families and looks forward to 
the next Principal Coffee—or Tea!   
 

Flu Activity 
For the past nine weeks, the Virginia Department of Health has reported widespread flu activity, and 
Fairfax County continues to see high levels of Influenza activity in our community. Fairfax County 
Health Department works very closely with FCPS to monitor and respond to increases in Influenza 
activity in our school, working with them to track absences and encourage healthy behaviors to 
prevent the spread of disease. The Health Department recommends everyone 6 months of age and 
older get vaccinated against Influenza, stay home from school and work when sick, use your sleeve 
to cover coughs and sneezes, and wash your hands thoroughly after using the bathroom and before 
preparing/eating food. We will continue to communicate with you regarding any increases in illness. 
Thank you for helping us keep our school a healthy learning environment!  
 

A Tiny Request… 
Administration would like to encourage every Flint Hill parent to create their SIS account 

before the end of the year. Please visit this link for more information: https://tinyurl.com/

zxzkfaq.  

 

Getting to know you, getting to know all about you… 
Our second grade teachers are in the midst of creating their videos! Check out who has updated our 
Flipgrid! https://flipgrid.com/72d830  
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